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Study SAMR Level Description Effect Size

Ligas (2002) S CAI system used to support direct 
instruction approach for at-risk students.

0.029 
(50th perc. → 51st perc.)

Xin & Reith (2001) A
Multimedia resources provided to 
contextualize learning of word meanings 
and concepts.

0.264 
(50th perc. → 60th perc.)

Higgins & Raskind 
(2005) M

Software/hardware used for text-to-speech, 
definitions, pronunciation guide for children 
with reading disabilities.

0.600 
(50th perc. → 73rd perc.)

Salomon, Globerson & 
Guterman (1989) R

Software presents students with reading 
principles and metacognitive questions as 
part of the reading process.

1.563 
(50th perc. → 94th perc.)

Pearson, P.D., Ferdig, R.E., Blomeyer Jr, R.L., & Moran, J. "The Effects of Technology on Reading Performance in the Middle-School Grades: A Meta-Analysis With Recommendations for Policy." Learning Point Associates/North Central Regional Educational Laboratory (NCREL) (2005).

http://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED489534
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Study SAMR Classification Description Effect Size

Algebra I 
Effectiveness of Cognitive 
Tutor Algebra I at Scale, 
by John F. Pane, Beth Ann 
Griffin, Daniel F. McCaffrey, 
Rita Karam

S to A

S: Computerized algebra 
drills, some tied to real-
world scenarios 
A: Tools for basic 
visualization; adaptive 
response to student 
progress

≈ 0.2 
50th perc. → 58th perc.

Earth Science 
Using Laptops to Facilitate 
Middle School Science 
Learning: The Results of 
Hard Fun, by Alexis M. 
Berry, Sarah E. Wintle

A to M

A: Interactive tools for 
concept exploration and 
visualization 
M: Narrated animation as 
final project

≈ 0.6 
50th perc. → 73rd perc. 

(≈ 1.4 a month later) 
(50th perc. → 92nd perc.)

http://www.rand.org/pubs/working_papers/WR984.html
http://maine.gov/mlti/resources/ScienceLearning.pdf
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Formal Definition of Game (Salen & Zimmerman)

“A game is a system in which players 
engage in an artificial conflict, defined by 
rules, that results in a quantifiable 
outcome.”

	 Salen, K. and E. Zimmerman. Rules of Play : Game Design Fundamentals. The MIT Press. (2003)

http://mitpress.mit.edu/books/rules-play
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