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3. A Menagerie of Genres

Ruben R. Puentedura, Ph.D

The Four Basic Groups



Action

Narrative

S
im

u
la

tio
n

O
th

e
r

IF Graphic Adv. Action/Adv. RPGs MMOGs ARGs

VehicleSportsFightingFPSPlatformersShmups Rhythm

Tr
a
d

it
io

n
a
l

P
u
zz

le
W

ld
. T

B
S

M
il. T

B
S

R
T

S
S

im
s

B
o

a
rd

Other Simulation

Narrative

Action

Narrative Games



Interactive Fiction:

Zork I

Graphic Adventure:

realMYST



Action/Adventure:

Legend of Zelda - Ocarina of Time

Role-Playing Games:

Final Fantasy X



Massively Multiplayer Online Games:

World of Warcraft

Alternate Reality Games:

World Without Oil



Action Games

Shoot-Em’-Ups:

R-Type



Platformers:

Super Mario World

First-Person Shooters:

Half-Life 2



Fighting Games:

Street Fighter II

Sports Games:

Winning Eleven 10



Vehicle Games:

Gran Turismo 4

Rhythm Games:

Dance Dance Revolution



Simulation Games

Sims:

SimCity 2000



Real-Time Strategy Games:

StarCraft

Military Turn-Based Strategy Games:

Empire: Total War



World Turn-Based Strategy Games:

Europa Universalis III

Other Games



Puzzle Games:

Bookworm

Traditional Games:

Rybka 3



Board Games:

Settlers of Catan

Resources Cited



• Narrative Games:

• Zork I: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k1bLBy7gQPI

• realMYST: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Obyfx3gi2aE

• Legend of Zelda - Ocarina of Time: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JxspGNBMwSg

• Final Fantasy X: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hsa8yTYHKJc

• World of Warcraft: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OZX2raH-Epc

• World Without Oil: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-hzUGFD-Gc

• Action Games:

• R-Type: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GFxuI7cBFhQ

• Super Mario World: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RR3gXqCaVZI

• Half-Life 2: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AG0zerbJ0FA

• Street Fighter II: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ePJsX2YdqAs

• Winning Eleven 10: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8Bw3L0PC_k

• Gran Turismo 4: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWwSrcgfVwo

• Dance Dance Revolution: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6JzcqALklRs

• Simulation Games:

• SimCity 2000: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nL3FubMdOOg

• StarCraft: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fMflTLzY1_o

• Empire: Total War: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jTjufpLhI9Y

• Europa Universalis III: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-mEpE1RJkI

• Other Games:

• Bookworm: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1K1VcIGjlNs

• Rybka 3: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9-t5bPJuWc

• Settlers of Catan: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zC6_UP_DWs8
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