
SAMR: A Brief Introduction

Ruben R. Puentedura, Ph.D.



Substitution 
Tech acts as a direct tool substitute, with no 

functional change

Augmentation 
Tech acts as a direct tool substitute, with 

functional improvement

Modification 
Tech allows for significant task redesign

Redefinition 
Tech allows for the creation of new tasks, 

previously inconceivable
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Ruben R. Puentedura, As We May Teach: Educational Technology, From Theory Into Practice. (2009)

http://tinyurl.com/aswemayteach
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Ruben R. Puentedura, “Technology In Education: The First 200,000 Years” The NMC Perspective Series: Ideas that Matter. NMC Summer Conference, 2012.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NemBarqD6qA


The EdTech Quintet – Associated Practices

Social Communication, Collaboration, Sharing

Mobility Anytime, Anyplace Learning and Creation

Visualization Making Abstract Concepts Tangible

Storytelling Knowledge Integration and Transmission

Gaming Feedback Loops and Formative Assessment



Tamim, Rana M., Robert M. Bernard, Eugene Borokhovski, Philip C. Abrami, and Richard F. Schmid. "What forty years of research says about the impact of technology on learning a second-order meta-analysis and validation study." Review of Educational Research 81, no. 1 (2011): 4-28.



Study SAMR Level Description Effect Size

Ligas (2002) S CAI system used to support direct 
instruction approach for at-risk students. 0.029

Xin & Reith (2001) A
Multimedia resources provided to 
contextualize learning of word meanings 
and concepts.

0.264

Higgins & Raskind 
(2005) M

Software/hardware used for text-to-speech, 
definitions, pronunciation guide for children 
with reading disabilities.

0.600

Salomon, Globerson & 
Guterman (1989) R

Software presents students with reading 
principles and metacognitive questions as 
part of the reading process.

1.563

Pearson, P.D., Ferdig, R.E., Blomeyer Jr, R.L., & Moran, J. "The Effects of Technology on Reading Performance in the Middle-School Grades: A Meta-Analysis With Recommendations for Policy." Learning Point Associates/North Central Regional Educational Laboratory (NCREL) (2005).

http://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED489534
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