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The EdTech Quintet – Associated Practices

Social Communication, Collaboration, Sharing

Mobility Anytime, Anyplace Learning and Creation

Visualization Making Abstract Concepts Tangible

Storytelling Knowledge Integration and Transmission

Gaming Feedback Loops and Formative Assessment



The EdTech Quintet – Associated Practices

Social Provides diversity to the ZPD

Mobility Creates the context for the process

Visualization Aids in segmenting ZPD, bridging gaps

Storytelling Aids in the integration of the ZPD

Gaming Provides frameworks for independent practice



seeks to emphasize the necessary future-oriented nature of imagination as a culturally-
mediated psychological function. The coming-together of direct and mediated
relations at the right of the triangle is replaced by a gap were phylogeny, culture,
and ontogeny are momentarily reconciled so as to produce an image. This image is a
condition of thought and action, for it provides the subject with a stable-enough image
of the world into which thought or action has meaning. This way of diagramming the
process of imagination foregrounds the question of how a subject, at a future moment
in time (tn+1), reconciles the differences between “direct” and mediated sources of
knowledge, bringing into being a single and stable image of the world. We wish to
emphasize that the analytic device of the triangle—here used to think about
imagination as a process that unfolds at a very micro, moment-to-moment scale—
can be generalized to broader conditions of imagination, as our paper will show later.

To make explicit the link between this representation of mediated thought and our
discussion of imagination, consider that the gap indicates a process of resolving sources
of information about the world that are heterogeneous. This “resolving activity” is akin
to the process we concluded must exist from fixed-image experiments described earlier.
In this regard, we think of a process occurring at time n that results in a new image at
time n+1 as analogous to the resolving process that occurs in the process of a saccadic
eye movement. In each case, a gap is generated so that an image may emerge from
resolving differences in the sources of information.

We wish to draw attention to several aspects of the “gap” where the mediational
triangle is not fully connected as a way of better specifying what the process of
image formation entails.

1. This gap represents a set of differences in experience that exist at a “next moment
in time.” These differences arise as a result of the fact that experience is
conditioned by the intermingling of phylogenetically-constrained and culturally-
mediated relations of the subject to the object. Each of these relations has its own
heterogeneous temporal dynamics, as a consequence of which discoordination
between them is a constant, necessary reality. The biological constraints on
thought and action are spatially and temporally difference from those of culture or
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Fig. 3 A dynamic representation of the basic mediational triangle that includes time in the unit of
analysis. The fact of non-correspondence between mediated and unmediated (indirect and direct) subject-
object relations is represented by the oval at the right, indicating the need for active cognitive resolution of
the discrepancies by the subject, the process referred to in the text as voobrazhenie
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